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Celebrated JRD Names Favorite Shows;
Fondly Remembers First Actmg Mntwuﬂun

“Best memories? After four and
ong hall years of directing plays at
Sequoda, I have to zay that cur-
tain ecalls stick out most brightly
im my mird,” Mr, Doherty atiest-
od. "1 get a certain sort of satis-
faction, but not a self satisfaction,
out of watching the kidz in the
cast take the bows and drink in
the applause that theyv've worked
six weeks to carn”

Any drama camp follower at Se-
gquoia will tell you that JRD
{otherwise known az John Ray
Doherty, English teacher and dra-
ma director) is the energy and
binding tie behind the Sequoin
Players, who have by now 3 repu-
tation for being the best drama
group in the district. “I won't
think of just one or two outstand-
ing actors or singers, when some-
one mentions the Sequoia Players,
Itz the whole group I'm going o
remémber for the work they did
as a team,” declared Mr. Doherty.

Listing unforgeitable shows, Mr.
I mentioned Arsenic and Old
Lace and The Heirezs, for being
his best plays, Bye Bye Birdie, be
cause it was his first musical and
so well reccived, and Brigadoon,
on accounta’ it got two standing
ovations., He also mentioned this
yvear's faculty musical, The Boy-
friend, az being the most unusual
show he's ever dirceted. “The all
teacher cast wasn't the most skill-
ful troup of performers assembled,
but they were hard workers when
adequately supplicd with coffee,”
reminized the great one.

In The Boviriend, Mr. Doherty
didn't appear on stage, but con-
dueted the orchestra from the pit.
“One of my bigrest diszapoint-
ments will always be that Mr.
Smith never asked me to gFuest
conduct at one of his concerts. I'm
not hinting now. It's Just that . . .

well, gee,” said he sobbingly.
At least once before the end of

every production, Mr. Doherty de-
livers one of hizs famous “this is
the worst show 1 have ever soen,
I'm zelling my stock, and [
wouldn't even invite my mother to
this fiasco” speeches, On one oc-
casion, while delivering another
of hiz breath taking lectures, he
was gitting on a very tall chair
(not o be confused with a
high chairy and reading music
from a music stand, As he became
more invelved with his orration,
Mr. D began to pound his fist
fiercely on the music stand. The
stand, however, failed to support
him, and our beloved director per-
formed what is commonly called
a stage fall, again demonstrating
hiz wversatility, While resting face
down on the stage, Mr. Doherty
was still shouting all sorts of dis-

“eriptive expressions -and” pound-

ing his first in hiz hand, but he
obviously was no longer in a posi-
tion to press the advantage,

JRD was first inspired towards
drama when he started acting in
shows at the University of San
Francisco, but he recalls being in
several productions in high school.
“1 don't remember exactly what
brought me into drama in high
school, but I think the fact that I
gol out of a class to rehearse had
zome bearing on my decision,” he
gaid blushingly.

Mr., Doherty fMatly denicd that
he had planned to stop directing
after the clazs of 1965 graduated

thiz wyear, “Ch, I think I have a
few pood wears left,” he ex-
claimed azssuredly (limping slight-
I¥ on hiz good leg). “And then I
thought I'd go into teaching . . .
English mayvbe?"”



